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Gospel Oak Action Link

Chair’s Report
This year we up-dated our constitution 
ready to become a charitable 
incorporated organisation (CIO) on 
1 January 2018. This is in line with 
the Charity Commission guidelines 
and was agreed at the 2016 AGM.  
This is a technical change; we remain 
the same – a local charity working 
in Gospel Oak supporting the young 
people of the area.

GOAL was the brainchild of a local 
resident Malcolm Wroe who saw the 
need for a place for young people 
to meet, play, exercise and study. He 
started GOAL in 1992 with only a 
handful of young people. He oversaw 
its development into a registered 
charity, negotiated a highly successful 
partnership with Queen’s Crescent 
Community Association and guided 
GOAL’s growth over two decades into 
the club we have today.  Malcolm, 
sadly died in 2014, but GOAL’s 
continuing success owes much to the 
foundations he laid.

GOAL has always been a local charity 
with all its trustees living locally 

and committed to the area.   Trustee 
turnover is very low with most serving 
for over a decade. This has provided 
important stability as the external 
environment changes. 

 Charity law, governance requirements 
and the regulatory environment are 
very different than 20 years ago, and 
local authority services have been cut 
dramatically. But some of the issues 
we face today have long been familiar; 
security of premises, fundraising and, 
sadly in the last year, violence in the 
area. 

We receive no regular support from 
public funds and need to raise over 
£100,000 every year. Fundraising is an 
important, but usually hidden, part of 
our work.

A key figure in our fundraising has 
been musician Babette Lichtenstein 
who happened to meet Malcolm and 
before she knew it had volunteered 
to organise a fundraising concert for 
us and roped in her family and friends 
to help. After more than a decade of 
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organising GOAL concerts, Babette 
stepped down after the 2017 concert.  
In 2018 our concert music will be 
under the direction of her son Joshua 
Borin. Joshua, a talented flautist and 
composer, first came to GOAL concerts 
as a teenager to turn the pages of 
Babette’s music and later joined her on 
stage.  

Behind the scenes of the concert are a 
dedicated band of local helpers who 
sell tickets, make sure the concert 
runs smoothly and make scrumptious 
interval snacks.

We are also fortunate in the financial 
support we receive from residents. 
Most do not wish to be named, but 
without them the annual fundraising 
task would be daunting indeed. 

Then there are the Trusts, Foundations 
and Funds to which we apply for 
support. Many funders have backed 
us for a number of years. Those who 
supported us in 2017 are listed at the 
end of the report.

To all our funders - past and 
present- our grateful thanks.

In 2017, GOAL welcomed on 
board a new trustee, Dee Searle, 
who joined us in September.  
Dee, a local resident since 1999, 
brings a wealth of experience in 
communications. 

We are keen to recruit more trustees 
and enlist more local support. If you 
would like to know more, please 
contact me celia.david@gmail.com 
You can find out more about the club 
on our website https://goalyouthclub.
net.

If you would like to help us financially 
you will find us at https://localgiving.
org/charity/goal  or you can contact 
our treasurer dinah.gallop@
blueyonder.co.uk. 

Finally, our 2018 concert is at St 
Martin’s Church in Gospel Oak on 
Sunday 24 June. Details and tickets 
from me at the address above. 

Celia David, Co Chair
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The year 2017 was one of the most 
challenging ever faced by GOAL as 
serious violence returned to our area 
for the first time since 2011. Public 
sector cuts meant there were far fewer 
resources to fight it.
 
The police post was closed a few years 
ago and the neighbourhood policing 
teams reduced. Camden Council’s 
youth access point has been closed 
and its youth workers relocated from 
the area. Queen’s Crescent (our 
neighbourhood centre) has become 
increasingly dilapidated following 
the decline of the street market; fly 
tipping, graffiti, gang tags, and blatant 
drug dealing and drug using have 
become common.                                        

Police sweeps regularly turn up 
weapon caches and young people 
have witnessed gang skirmishes 
involving knives (usually unreported by 
the victims). Boxing Day saw a serious 
stabbing a couple of hundred yards 
from our club. Worse was to come 
in early 2018 with a fatal attack on a 

young man in a nearby street.

 

This environment makes it more 
important that young people have a 
safe space to go where they can take 
part in a range of interesting activities 
and sports or simply hang out with 
friends. 

GOAL, with partner QCCA, provide 
just this five nights a week plus special 
programmes in the school holidays. 
And it’s all free. We are fortunate to 
have access to the Dome centre with 
its indoor multi pitch sports hall, club 
room, computer room and studio. 
We also help young people achieve 
accredited outcomes through AQA 
units, to work towards Youth Arts 
Awards and support members into 
employment further education and 
training.
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Radio 5 Live visiting us for a programme on the 
importance of youth clubs

The year in perspective
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Radio 5 Live visiting us for a programme on the 
importance of youth clubs
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Youth club nights are targeted at overlapping age groups so young people 
can mix with the age range they find most compatible. The senior youth club 
for those aged 13-19 meets twice a week, the Inbetweeners (10-14 year-olds) 
and the junior youth club (8 to 13 years-olds) once a week, and Tuesday is 
cricket night.

Sports, music and arts are on offer every night. So are pool, table tennis, billiards, 
play station and board games. Arts and crafts and cooking (and eating) are popular 
activities. We partner with other organisations to provide something a bit different. 
The Dome is a wonderful venue for free running (parkor) provided with the 
Roundhouse and rowing provided with London Rowing, urban cricket sessions are 
run with Middlesex County Cricket Club and we embarked on a spoken word project 
with Lauderdale House.  All activities are free. 

Young people, through youth committees and working parties, play a key role in 
developing programmes.                                                                                                                        

Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG)
 
A special programme running twice a week supports older young people into further 
education, training, employment and volunteering and helps them deal with issues 
they face in everyday life. As well 
as help with homework, cv writing, 
careers and volunteering advice, we 
also run workshops on issues such as 
drugs, alcohol, sexual health and the Law. 

Information and advice are, of course, 
available informally every night as well as 
discussion sessions on issues which interest 
younger members.

At the Dome

Quiz night 



Sports and Fitness
 
Sport plays a key role in our work. Over the year we 
provided fitness sessions and a mix of team sports 
such as basketball, cricket and football.  Sports and 
gym session are often linked to homework sessions, 
workshops or healthy eating programmes. Taster sessions 
introduced young people to other sports such as boxing 
and rowing. The rowers learned their skills on machines in 
the Dome before making a trip to Osterley Park to try those 
skills on the water.

At Easter our under-16 football team won the London Youth Football Festival and our 
under-14 team won the London Youth Summer Football Festival.  The urban cricket team 
represented Camden in the London Youth Games and were runners-up in the Middlesex 
regional finals. 

Gospel Oak Action Link
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Out of the recording booth        
and into production.

Gospel Oak Studio
In the music studio, the young people can express 
themselves in a different medium, try their hand at 
music production and find out what it takes to be a 
DJ. It’s fun and youth club members can achieve AQA 
awards and some go on to the Youth Arts Award.  In 2017 
a lyrical battle gave young people an opportunity to perform 
in front of a live audience and compete for  
recording time at the Roundhouse studio.

On Stage  
 
Summer saw a group of young people train for two weeks to perform in a 
Roundhouse circus and dance event. The preshow event, held in the Dome, also 

featured performances from our music project.
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Juniors
Younger members have their own night at the Dome, which moves to afternoons in 
school holidays.  They played a key role in the introduction of the tuck shop and in 
devising their summer holiday programme. They love to party, and keenly anticipate 
the annual Halloween and Christmas parties. 

Smoothie – making beats colas.

Female take over 

A weekly girls-only project runs alongside other club activities. It ensures 
girls (who are in a minority in the senior club) have their own space, trips 
and say in how the club develops. Many of the girls have started attending 
on Friday night as well. Towards the end of the year, the girls identified the 
need for a dedicated night for girls and funding applications were made.

Urban artist at work
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A trip to Southend and a chance to 
experience a typical day at the seaside 
was the highlight of the summer 
programme for many. For others it was the 
summer barbecue which brought down the 
curtain on the summer programme.

All the fun of the fair at the seaside.

Holiday Time
Trips provide a way for young 
people to build up relationships 
and self-confidence and the 
opportunity to try new activities 
and develop new skills, not just on 
the trip, but in helping to plan them. 
Over the year, Dome members made 
two visits to Go Ape, a rope assault 
course, visited to the Sobell Centre and 
tried go-karting, paintballing and laser tag. 
They also went cycling and bowling.

Kitted out for paintballing.
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Well attended parties were held 
at Halloween and Christmas with 
the young people taking the lead on 
planning.

All the fun of the fair at the seaside.

Superstar Visit
Cricketing superstar Kumar 
Sangakara visited our street 
cricketers to launch national 
cricket week. The cricket project was 
named project of the year in 2016 
and in 2017 the lead youth worker on 
the project and our best player went to 
Lords to collect the trophy and meet the 
Australian touring team.

Am I scary enough?

Cricketing tips from the master
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Thank You
GOAL is entirely dependent on its fundraising efforts. Local residents and 
trusts provide about a third of our funds, and grants from a wide variety of 
organisations the rest. We are extremely grateful to the following for their 
financial support in 2017:

Aldenham Boys’ Club Trust

Ann Wroe

Awards for All

The Baukjen Group Ltd

Comic Relief

Conservation Volunteers

Evening Standard Dispossessed Fund

Fishmongers Guild

Fitzdale Trust

Grand Duo Trust

Groundwork

Gumbi Foundation

Health Hope

Jeanette Cawley

John Lyons Charity

Local People’s Programme

London Community Foundation

Music at St Mary’s de Haura

National Lottery

Mary Kinross Charitable Trust

Reel Fund

St Martin’s Church

Tanza Trust

Tesco Bags of Health

Various Local Residents 
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Income Restricted Unrestricted Totals

Donations 400.00 21,515.00 21,915

Grants 72,187.00 17,028.92 89,215.92

Gift Aid 4,808.12 4,808.12

Interest 8.50 8.50

Totals 72,587.00 43,378.00 115,965
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Accounts Summary

Expenditure Restricted Unrestricted Totals

Youth work costs 32,105.67 31,194.61 63,300.28

Equipment 4,489.53 6,313.19 10,802.72

Fees/insurance 580.53 7429.63 8,010.16

Activities 11,579.61 608.50 12,188.11

Room hire 10,705.00 3,000 13,705.00

Less credit notes (11,559.64) (127.94) (11,687.58)

Totals 47,900.70 48,417.99 96,318.69

Excess of income 
over expenditure

19,646.31

Income received in one year may be spent in the following year which accounts for both the differences 

in the year-end total of restricted and unrestricted income and expenditure and the size of the year-end 

excess of income over expenditure.

Audited accounts may be seen on the Charity Commission website.



GOAL (Gospel Oak Action Link)
C/o Queen’s Crescent Community Centre
45 Ashdown Crescent 
Kentish Town
London 
NW5 4QE
goal@qcca.org.uk 

Website https://goalyouthclub.net

Joint Chairs and trustees
Celia David celia.david@gmail.com
Sarah Fawcett sarah.fawcett@db.com  

Secretary and trustee
Ted Laing e.t.l@btinternet.com 

Treasurer and trustee
Dinah Gallop dinah.gallop@blueyonder.co.uk

Trustees
John Cochrane john.cochrane@talktalk.net

Dee Searle (from September 2017) dee.j.searle@gmail.com

On-line donations: www.localgiving.org/charity/goal  
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