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Chair’s introduction 
Council sources and financial support 
from the local community. Some of the 
ways you can help us are detailed on 
the back cover.

During 2018 Youth Services Manager 
Aman Singh moved on to work with 
victims of knife crime and we welcome 
back Mohammed (Mo) Walji as his 
replacement. Mo leads an able staff 
group to whose dedication we owe 
much.

Celia David, Chair

This year has been a challenging one 
for those involved with youth projects.
The upward spiral of knife crime has 
complex causes and no easy solutions.

But beyond doubt are the devasting 
effects which ripple out beyond those 
directly involved to their families, 
friends and the whole community.

The solution to the crisis on our 
streets will only be found by everyone 
working together to address the 
causes and GOAL along with partner 
Queens Crescent Community 
Association have been quick to 
respond. A summary of the direct 
effect of knife crime in Gospel Oak and 
some of the ways GOAL is responding 
to it are given on the next pages. They 
range from designing and winning 
funding for a special project for those 
at risk, to workshops on knife crime 
and its consequences, life skills and 
street skills, to longer opening hours in 
school holidays so young people have 
somewhere safe to go.

Sadly as this report was going to 
press, another young man lost his life 
in a knife attack in Gospel Oak.

One consequence of knife crime is that 
many young people now feel unsafe 
in the areas where they live. Hence it 
is vitally important that they have a 
safe haven for leisure time and trained 
staff with whom they can discuss their 
hopes and fears.

Yet all over London youth facilities are 
closing, youth workers lost and youth 
budgets slashed. London as a whole 
has lost over 80 youth facilities since 
2011, over 800 full-time youth work 
posts and many more part-time trained 
youth workers. And there are more 
cuts to come.

Against this unpromising background 
GOAL has been able not just to survive 
but to thrive, despite receiving no 
financial support from council sources. 
Our 20+ year record in delivering 
quality youth activities has enabled us 
both to attract funding from non-
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Safety and its mirror image, violence, 
dominated the year. In January, 
GOAL joined forces with other 
voluntary organisations to warn of 
escalating tension, knife skirmishes, 
weapon finds and blatant drug 
dealing in Gospel Oak. In early 
February our young people attended 
a packed open meeting to voice their 
concerns and local MP Kier Starmer 
later visited the Dome for a detailed 
discussion with young people. Youth 
Club members were interviewed for 
Radio 5 Live and a programme on 
youth safety was broadcast from the 
Dome. 

At the end of the 
month, a young man 
was fatally knifed in 
an adjacent street. 
Some of the young men 
subsequently charged 
with his murder live in the 
area. The year ended with 
a young man suffering life-
changing injuries after an 
incident which started yards 

from the Club. 

Such an environment affected 
attendance at the Dome in the 
short term as, for a time, young 
people and their parents deemed 
the journey to the Dome unsafe. But 
it made the existence of a safe and 
welcoming haven for young people 
all the more important. Programmes 
provided by GOAL and partner 
QCCA, including extended opening 
hours for the younger age groups, 
kept young people off the streets 
during the Easter and summer 
holidays. 
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Youth Safety
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Despite fears of the effect of a long 
hot summer on a volatile situation, 
the summer passed without major 
incidence.

Towards the year end GOAL’s 
decade-long record of working with 
small groups of young people 

at risk of gang involvement was 
recognized by a major grant from 
the Mayor’s Office for Policing 
and Crime to run two such 
programmes.



With knife crime grabbing the headlines, it’s easy to forget that the vast majority of 
young people want nothing to do with knives. Rather they want a safe place with 
a variety of activities and sports on offer, a chance to polish up existing skills and to 
develop new ones, a helping hand into training and employment and somewhere to 
hang out with friends and make new ones. This is what Goal Youth Club sets out to 
provide, free to young people, in the Dome Youth Centre. 

The Dome is a first rate, albeit temporary, youth centre with a club room, music 
studio, computer room, gym, kitchen and a multi-pitch indoor sports hall. Thanks to 
a partnership between GOAL and Queen’s Crescent Community Association, every 
weekday night it houses a wide variety of free activities for the young people 
of Gospel Oak. Currently over 25 activities are available including 
multi-sports, table tennis, pool, arts and crafts, IT drop 
in, board games, games consoles, card games, 
cooking and team games. 
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Girls Night 
Our programmes are guided by regular 
consultations with young people about what 
they would like. In 2018 the older girls requested 
a dedicated night for girls and the Gospel Oak Girls 
programme was launched in June. 

Inbetweeners 
Thursday Night is Inbetweeners night. This session for 10-14-year-olds supports 
the transition from childhood to adolescence catering for young people who 
may have outgrown the junior youth club but may not yet feel ready 
for the senior club. It includes a special programme for girls. 
Among the activities on offer are sports, music 
production, cooking, arts and crafts, table 
top games and, in the holidays, trips. 

Special holiday programmes feature trips for all ages chosen in consultation with the 
young people. In 2018 these included Go Ape, water sports, cycling, a London 

tour, quad-biking, go-karting, indoor skydiving and a day out in Southend.
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At the Dome 

Information Advice and Guidance 
A programme of information, advice and guidance for inbetweeners and senior club 
members ran across three nights a week, Topics tackled ranged from health and 
well-being, self-esteem and personal safety, to drugs, sexual health and first aid, to 
diversity, religious tolerance and equality.

Another strand of this programme helped older young people stay in education or 
move into employment or training. A homework club offered support for homework, 
course work and revision. Special sessions and one-to-one advice supported UCAS 
applications and helped young people identify suitable jobs, apprenticeships and 
volunteering opportunities, to prepare CVs, cover letters and job applications to 
develop interview skills. 



Multi Sports and Fitness 
Sports are always a key part of the Dome programme. We aim to show that sport 
and physical activity are fun and for everyone, not just those with strong sporting 
talents, and to involve young people who do not normally engage in physical 
activity. Whilst football and basketball are always popular, we offer a choice of 
sports so everyone can find something they enjoy. Sports are selected 
via consultation sessions with young people and this year 
included trampolining, gymnastics, free-running, 
dodgeball and games such as run the risk. 

The Monday and Friday fitness 
and gym sessions run by a qualified 
instructor proved very popular and 
we hope to expand this programme in 
2019. Thanks to a new relationship with 
the Tennis Foundation, tennis will be on 
offer in 2019.

In November a squad of U14 football 
players took part in the London Youth 
Woodrow Cup for 3 days. Our team came 
away with silver medals and were able to 
build friendships with young people from all 
over London.
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Cooking  
Developing cooking skills 
in the club kitchen and 
sampling the results is a 
popular activity with all age 
groups.

Pilot workshop programme 
In the autumn we expanded our workshop programme to include subjects such 
as conflict resolution, enterprise, project management, empathy, teamwork and 
leadership and community services. Over 50 young people attended one or more 
workshops and the 25 who attended most were rewarded with a free trip to 
Thorpe Park. 

Music production 
In the studio, young people can both let their creativity rip in recording their own 
material and learn new skills in music production. Some 10 young people gained 
AQA and Youth Arts Awards.



Income Restricted Unrestricted Totals

Donations 125.00 23,557.65 23,682.65

Grants 81,777.40 22,440 104,217.40

Interest 26.05 26.05

Totals 81,902.40 46,023.70 127,926.10
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Funders Accounts Summary
GOAL has to raise all its own funds. Nearly a third of our income comes from local 
residents and local trusts. Many local supporters do not wish to be named here, 
but without their support we would struggle to exist. As well as donating money, 
local supporters organize and cater our annual fundraising concert, volunteer, 
identify useful contacts and local opportunities to raise funds. To you all, grateful 
thanks.

GOAL is extremely grateful to the following for their financial support in 2018.

Aldenham Club Trust

Ann Wroe

Awards for All

Camden Sports

Children in Need

Comic Relief 

Daniel Borin

Fishmongers Guild

Fitzdale Trust

Gail’s Bakery

Gospel Oak Methodist Church

Grand Duo Trust

Gumbi Foundation

John Lyons Charity

London Community Foundation

Mary Kinross Charitable Trust

Mayor’s Office for Policing and 

Crime

Valerie Moss

Music at Mary de Haura

People’s Health Trust

Reel Fund

St Martin’s Church

Tanza Trust

Various local residents

Expenditure Restricted Unrestricted Totals

Salaries/wages 30,734.68 25,528.24 56,262.92

Equipment/mis-
cellaneous

3,396.42 1,043.79 4,440.21

Fees 7,487.27 7,487.27

Premises hire 9,817.68 1,540 11,357.68

Activities 1,843.38 1,165.12 3,008.50

Totals 45,792.16 36,764.42 82,556.58
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GOAL Youth Club started operating as a charitable incorporated organisation in 
2018, adopting the Charity Commission’s model constitution. This was a largely 
technical change updating our 20-year old constitution. It however necessitated 
a new Charity Commission registration. Hence our accounts for 2018 can be 
found on the Charity Commission website under Gospel Oak Action Link Youth 
Club registration number 1172351 and accounts for previous years under our 
former registration as Gospel Oak Action Link registration 1068436.

Our 2108 income includes £48,000 of a large grant for a special anti knife crime 
project to run in 2019.



GOAL (Gospel Oak Action Link Youth Club)
C/o Queen’s Crescent Community Centre
45 Ashdown Crescent, Kentish Town, London NW5 4QE
goal@qcca.org.uk 

Website https://goalyouthclub.net

Trustees
Celia David (chair) celia.david@gmail.com,  

Ted Laing  (secretary) e.t.l@btinternet.com. 

Dinah Gallop  (treasurer) dinah.gallop@blueyonder.co.uk,  

John Cochrane john.cochrane@talktalk.net,

Dee Searle dee.j.searle@gmail.com 

Support GOAL’s work 
Annual concert

Music by the prize-winning Bell String Quartet and 
Joshua Borin on clarinet.

Sunday 23 June
at 7.30pm at St Martin’s Church, Vicar’s Road, NW5 4NN.

£20 suggested minimum donation including interval refreshments. 

Donate on www.localgiving.org/charity/goal/ and collect your ticket 
at the door. Donate at any time of year at this address.
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