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Contact Details

Accounts Summary

GOAL (Gospel Oak Action Link Youth Club)
C/o Queen’s Crescent Community Centre,
45 Ashdown Crescent, 
London 
NW5 4QE
Email goal@qcca.org.uk 
Website https://goalyouthclub.net/ 

 Income and Expenditure in 2019
 Total Income: £113,363
 Total Expenditure: £96,794

Full accounts prepared on an accrual basis can be found on the Charity 
Commission’s website.

Front cover picture: Young people pack a meeting to hear about training to 
earn their own money through market trading (see page 6).

Film: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbAbtl1vxrA (See pages 4-5).
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Celia David (chair) celia.david@gmail.com  

Ted Laing (secretary) e.t.l@btinternet.com

Dinah Gallop  (treasurer) dinah.gallop@blueyonder.co.uk

John Cochrane john.cochrane@talktalk.net

Larraine Revah Larraine.Revah@camden.gov.uk

Dee Searle dee.j.searle@gmail.com
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Chair’s Introduction 
Sadly, this report must begin by 
drawing attention to the violence 
which continues to blight Gospel 
Oak and Haverstock claiming the 
lives of three people in 2019 and 
affecting those of many others. 
GOAL YC has been in the forefront 
of efforts to keep young people 
safe and to divert them from 
sliding into anti-social or criminal 
activities. An outline of this work 
can be found in the following 
pages.

Lockdown was imposed during 
the preparation of this report and 
there are widespread reports of a 
subsequent fall in reported crime. 
That the violence is still present in 
our area, was made painfully clear 
when in April 2020 a man was shot 
in Queen’s Crescent a few yards 
from the Dome. He sought help in 
our partner QCCA’s building then 
operating as a food bank and hot 
meal distribution centre staffed 

largely by volunteers. It was a 
youth club member trained on a 
GOAL first aid course who ripped 
the bleed kit off the wall and, with 
others, gave emergency help until 
the ambulance arrived.

A shocking reminder that GOAL’s 
work will still be needed after 
current crises are over, and we 
hope readers of this Review will 
continue to help us.

Celia David, Chair
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Violence in the area dominated 
2019 with three street killings 
near our premises. The victims 
included a well-known former 
youth club member. Two of the 
fatalities, for which no one has yet 
been charged, were the result of 
organised “assassinations”.

Although none of the victims, or 
any of those so far those charged 
with any of the street killings in 
the area in 2018 and 2019, were 
of youth club age, young people 
were deeply affected.  Many 
knew at least one of 
the victims or 
witnesses to the 
killings.  Young 
people, including 
increasingly girls, 
are at constant risk 
of being groomed, 
coerced, or persuaded 
to carry weapons or 
drugs by the older 
criminal gangs operating 
in the area. The heavy 

police presence and extensive stop 
and search operations in the area 
whilst clearly necessary, can feel 
oppressive.

That youth club members felt the 
area had become unsafe for them 
and was clearly illustrated in the 
choice of topics for two creative 
projects in the youth club. Given 
a free choice of subject, senior 
youth club members 
made a film on 

Keeping Young People Safe 
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walking safely through the area 
and junior club members created a 
board game on getting home from 
school safely. 

The film is on youtube (see page 
2). See back cover for board game.

Young people and staff contributed 
to a major study led by Camden 
Council and local MP Kier Starmer 

about why young people 
get involved in 

criminal activity or carry knives and 
what more could be done to keep 
young people safe. 

The causes identified were already 
familiar territory to GOAL YC; 
traumatic childhood, poor school 
attendance/exclusion, lack of 
activities, lack of opportunities 
to earn money, and a perceived 
need to protect oneself. Indeed, 
GOAL YC was already working with 
Haverstock School on a project 
for young people at risk of school 

exclusion. 

The study’s 
recommended 

solution, a 
joined-up 

approach between 
all agencies 

and voluntary 
organisations, was 

warmly welcomed by 
GOAL.
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GOAL YC continued to provide 
both a safe haven for young 
people and to work with others 
to tackle the reasons why young 
people might get involved in 
gang life. 
 
The Camden Youth Safety Report 
with its emphasis on young 
people as victims rather than 
perpetrators triggered a new 
determination to make the streets 
safe again backed by some new 
money. 

GOAL as lead partner in a small 
consortium won a slice of this 
money for an innovative two year-
long project to train successive 
cohorts of young people to earn 
their own money by trading in 
Camden markets.  By the year 
end a stall had been kitted out 
in Camden Market, a large and 
enthusiastic group of young 
people recruited, and 11 young 

people had completed food 
hygiene courses. Sadly in 

2020 this project had to be put 
on hold pending relaxation of the 
COVID-19 restrictions.

A separate project saw GOAL 
extend its work with young 
people at risk of school exclusion 
with some of these sessions 
taking place in school.

Work to help young people into 
employment was stepped up 
to help young people identify 
suitable job vacancies, write CVs, 
and complete application forms 
and prepare for job interviews.

Young people were also 
offered the opportunity to gain 
accredited awards subjects like 
food hygiene, first aid and sports 
leadership.

A wide range of developmental 
workshops enabled young people 
to explore such issues as conflict 
resolution, teamwork, leadership, 
and enterprise.

Addressing The Issues
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After meeting parents who 
expressed safety concerns for 
their children walking to and 
from the Dome, the opening 
hours of the junior club were 
changed to an earlier time.  

This move brought more 
children of primary school age 
into the youth club.
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At the Dome and Beyond
GOAL worked with partner 
QCCA to provide a programme 
of activities for young people at 
the Dome five nights a week. 
Here we aim to provide a safe 
alternative to the streets, where 
young people can have fun with 
friends and find help to develop 
in a holistic way.

A wide range of activities are 
available on a drop-in basis every 
night. Over 25 different 
activities are 

available on a regular basis. These 
include a wide variety of sports, 
gym and fitness sessions, arts and 
crafts, homework support music, 
ice breaker games, cooking, 
gaming, and tournaments.

Sessions are structured to 
encourage young people to 
participate in the 
running 
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of the youth club by activities 
such as brainstorming, planning 
activities and evaluating sessions, 
running tournaments and activities 
and helping set up and pack up.

A team of qualified and 
experienced youth workers build 
up positive relationships with 
young people to mentor and 
support them in overcoming 
the challenges they face. 
Developmental 

workshops are run every week. 
Specialist staff assist in the music 
studio and at some sports sessions.
 
Two experienced music producers 
guided over 75 young people at 
music production and performance 
sessions, two of whom produced 
an anti-knife crime track 
which will be 
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developed into a video. Young 
people who show an aptitude in 
a specific sport are introduced to 
partner specialist organisations 
which can assist them take their 
skills to a higher level. 

During in the school holidays we 
run a wide variety of trips both 

in London (eg for water sports, 
ice skating and bowling and 
to attractions like the London 
Dungeon), and further afield 
(eg go karting, Thorpe Park and 
Chessington Theme Park).

London Youth 5-a-side champions.
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Aldenham Club Trust

Awards for All

BBC Children in Need

Camden Council Youth Safety Fund

Daniel Borin

Fitzdale Trust

Gospel Oak Methodist Church

Grand Duo Trust

Labtech

Local residents

London Community Foundation

London Life

Mary Kinross Charitable Trust

Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime

Michael Palin

Music at Mary de Haura

People’s Health Trust Local People Programme

Reel Fund

Royal London

Sport England

St Martin’s Church

Wednesday’s Child

Funders
GOAL raises funds from a variety of sources.  We enjoy considerable support 
from local trusts and local residents many of which have supported us for many 
years. Some do not want to be named here. To them and to the funders listed 
below who supported us in 2019, our grateful thanks.

Ann Wroe
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The Queen’s Crescent Dash board game on getting home safely developed by young people




