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What we do

Accounts Summary
Income and expenditure in 2020

Income: £165,456
Expenditure: £120,912

Full accounts prepared on an accrual basis can be found on the Charity 
Commission website.

Front cover picture: Off the Hook, a new programme with young people 
and the police training together before discussing issues of common 
interest.
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The Dome

GOAL Youth Club is a volunteer-led charity  working with young people in 
the Queen’s Crescent area of Camden. We provide a range of interesting 
and fun activities, sports, development workshops and help into 
training or employment. We work in partnership with Queen’s Crescent 
Community Association (QCCA).

The youth club meets in the Dome, a young people’s centre run by 
our partner QCCA. It features a large  club room with indoor games, a 
computer room, sound studio, kitchen, gym, and state-of-the-art sports 
dome the size of the six badminton courts.
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Chair’s Introduction 
In 2020 the whole world had to 
adjust to challenging and dangerous 
circumstances and GOALYC was no 
exception.

In January and February, the youth 
club operated as normal whilst 
planning for a likely lockdown. 
Working from the Dome centre off 
Queen’s Crescent we provided a 
wide range of activities for young 
people, opportunities for personal 
development, a chance to gain 
accredited awards and help with 
the transition from education into 
training or work.

Away from the Dome, our third 
special programme from pupils at 
risk of exclusion from school got 
underway and young people on 
our enterprise programme selected 
products, fitted out a stall in Camden 
Lock Market and started training to 
trade there.

By the end of February, it was clear 
these cherished projects would have 
to be put on hold, the Dome closed, 
and most youth workers furloughed.

The pandemic hit young people in 
the Queen’s Crescent area hard. 

Many families live in overcrowded 
homes with no access to private 
outdoor space and often no internet 
connection.  With the retail and 
catering sectors the main employers 
of people in the area, pressure on 
family finances was widespread.

It is easy to forget how unprepared 
the country was for the first 
lockdown. With schools, workplaces 
and public offices closed, and access 
to cash and food uncertain,  it was 
local charities with local networks 
which stepped up.  GOALYC is proud 
of being part of that response and 
grateful to local supporters and 
funders who enabled us to do so. 

Celia David, Chair

GOALYC



4

ANNUAL REVIEW 2020

GOAL’s first priority was to make 
sure young people from families 
which needed help had food 
parcels and hot meals from the 
food bank run by our partner 
Queen’s Crescent Community 
Association and that youth club 
members spread the word where 
help was available.

Older youth club members were 
encouraged to volunteer at the 
food bank which, given the need, 
continued operating throughout 
the year. One member put his first 
aid training to good use when a 
man with a gunshot wound sought 
refuge in the food bank.

The second priority was to keep 
young people engaged and in 

social contact with others outside 
their household.  With around a 
quarter of households in the area 
with no internet access and many 
of the remainder sharing one family 
computer, the main contact with 
the rest of the world was via the 
small screen of a mobile phone. 
We ran a programme of on-line 
activities in music and keep fit 
supplemented by phone-friendly 
quizzes.

Staff spent a full day a week on 
telephone calls to youth club 
members to find out if they needed 
any support, mentoring or just 
to chat.  As lockdown continued,  
staff reported young people 
becoming frustrated and angry and 
then depressed and lethargic.

GOAL in the pandemic
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As the country moved in and out 
of restrictions for the rest of the 
year, our programme was adjusted 
accordingly. Between lockdowns 
we concentrated mainly on sports 
which enjoyed a surge in popularity 
after lockdown. This enabled us 
to obtain funding for a sports 
development officer to develop 
a sports programme for the new 
normal.

Some use of the main rooms of the 
(regularly sanitised) Dome centre 

was possible at times, but the 
smaller computer room, kitchen, 
gym and sound studio remained 
out of use and extra sports 
equipment had to be bought to 
avoid sharing.

Older young people were offered 
the opportunity to gain accredited 
awards via courses purchased by 
GOALYC from an on-line academy. 
Courses chosen ranged from food 
hygiene to marketing.

Changing times

Despite lockdowns and restrictions, 
we were able to launch an 
innovative new programme 
designed to build trust between 
young people and the police. Over 
ten weeks young people and police 
shared boxing training sessions 
followed by discussion sessions 
focusing on issues faced by young 
people. The programme proved 
popular with both young people 
and the police and became part of 
our regular programme in 2021.

Off the Hook
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In June, our youth services 
manager Mohammed Walji 
left to head up a voluntary 
organisation in Brent. Sarah 
Jane Elvin, an experienced 
youth centre manager, 
was recruited to replace 
him and shortly joined by  
Frances White as sports 
development officer with  
veteran senior youth worker Triston Thomas completing the core team. 
 
Youth workers were furloughed and unfurloughed during the year and 
we are grateful for their understanding.

Staff

GOAL is a local organisation, led by local volunteers and has always 
attracted strong local support. With no guaranteed funding, we are 
fortunate in raising around a quarter of our income from the local 
community. In 2020, the community continued to support us generously, 
even although we could not operate as normal. Donors continued to 
donate, and although we were unable to hold our annual  fundraising 
concert, the concert sponsors continued to support us and, unable to buy 
tickets, some concert regulars sent donations instead.

Community support

Frances, Triston and Sarah Jane at the Dome
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The rest of our income is mainly 
project funding from trusts, 
foundations and public authorities 
obtained through competitive 
application processes. In 2020 
Covid restrictions meant we 
could not complete many funded 
projects. 

We are grateful to our funders 
who all agreed to pause projects 
and proved understanding about 

the difficulties of restarting some 
of them. Some funders even 
agreed that project funds could 
be used to cover core costs, which 
of course continued despite 
lockdowns. 

However, uncertainty about future 
restrictions, meant that we were 
unable to apply for future funding. 
Hence identifying new sources of 
funding will be a priority for 2021.

Further support

Thanks to the generosity of individuals, many of whom do not wish to 
be named here,  and support of public and charitable funders, GOAL 
Youth Club was able to enter 2021 with a solid financial base from 
which to rebuild our programmes for young people and to find new 
sources of funding to weather the storms ahead.

Thank you

Aldenham Club Trust
All Hallows Church, Gospel Oak
Camden Council
Chapel of Life
Children in Need
Daniel Borin
Fitzdale Trust
Gospel Oak Methodist Church
Grand Duo Trust
John Lyons
Michael Palin

Labtech
Local residents
London Community Foundation
Mary Kinross Charitable Trust
Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime
National Lottery Coronavirus 
Community Support Fund
People’s Health Trust
Reel Fund
Sport England
Ann Wroe



GOAL (Gospel Oak Action Link Youth Club)
C/o Queen’s Crescent Community Centre
45 Ashdown Crescent, Kentish Town, London NW5 4QE
goal@qcca.org.uk 

Website https://goalyouthclub.net

Trustees
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Celia David (chair) 

Ted Laing (secretary) 

Dinah Gallop (treasurer)  

John Cochrane 

Adam Khalid  

Larraine Revah 

Sean Titley  

You can support us by donating via localgiving.org.uk. If you shop 
online, register with easyfundraising.co.uk and smile.amazon.co.uk 
and nominate GOALYC as your chosen charity.  Small donations 
are automatically credited to us (at no cost to you) when you make 
purchases.

Support us


